
July 19, 2020 

NAZ NEWS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

§ Face-to-face worship services have resumed at Nazareth 

(beginning Sunday, July 5)!  See page 7 for more details as 

we come back together. Those who are not feeling well, have 

known exposure to Covid-19 or are at a higher level of risk 

for complications should stay home and worship with us 

online or via our CFU or CW broadcasts. 
 

§ The Nazareth Church Offices are open from 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and from 9:00 a.m. to 

noon on Friday. The Naz Food and Essentials Pantry      

continues to serve clients...and donations may be delivered 

to Door #1 during office hours. 

 

§ Nazareth is hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive on 

July 28, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Did you know there is 

a severe blood shortage right now as many Blood Drives 

have been canceled?  There is no better time than now to 

commit to save a life by donating blood.  Please see page 5 

for additional details. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

As we deeply desire to continue to do the ministry God has 
called us to here at Nazareth, your continued generous  
support ï of prayers, service, and financial gifts ï is so    
important.  Even while we are apart physically, giving is 
still possible online at www.naz.org/give. You can also 
mail your donation to the church office or use the free 
GIVE+ Mobile App (by searching ñGIVE PLUS CHURCHò 
in the app store). We truly cannot do this without you and 

are deeply grateful for your continued partnership!  
 

CONNECT WITH US 

Address:  7401 University Avenue, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

Phone:  319-266-7589         Email:  info@naz.org 

Website:  www.naz.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/MyNazareth 

Instagram:  www.instagram.com/mynazchurch 

 

 

FIND NAZ WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE! 

Each week, our Sunday Worship Service will be posted online at 
9:00 a.m.  You can watch by going to our Facebook page or by 
clicking the ñWORSHIP ONLINEò icon at www.naz.org. 
 

 

FIND NAZ WORSHIP SERVICES ON CFU! 

Nazareth's Online Worship Services are being broadcast on the 
Cedar Falls Utilities Public Access Channel (Analog Channel 18 
or Digital Channel 95.5 on CFU Cable) on Wednesdays at 4:00 
p.m., Saturdays evenings 5:00 p.m. and Sundays at 8:00 a.m.     
 

FIND NAZ WORSHIP SERVICES ON THE CW! 

Nazareth's Online Worship Services are being broadcast on the 
CW Cable Television Network at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays.  See 
your local cable listings for the channel.  

Grace and peace be with you! 

Intimately related to FAITH and LOVE, and quite unlike fear, dread and sarcasm, HOPE is one of those things that we human 

beings cannot generate from within. HOPE starts to grow inside us when a promise is spoken to us from the outside.  HOPE is our 

response to the Gospel, that out of his steadfast love God sent to us his Son, Jesus, to be our Savior and Lord.  It is said that hope 

has the same invigorating and optimism-producing properties as a great cup of coffee on a cold, dark morning. In contrast to strong 

coffee, however, the effects of a gospel-induced HOPE is eternal and is a great blessing to our neighbor as it fills us to overflowing 

for the sake of others.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Dennis Hanson 

WE ARE FAMILY. 
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN. 
 
 
 
 
 

The BELONG Membership Class will be offered ONLINE 
Sunday evenings in August - August 9, 16, 23, and 30 
(beginning at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom).  Please contact Lori 

Fegley to learn more or sign up: 

Ý By phone at 319-266-7589 

Ý Via email at lori.fegley@naz.org 

BELONG is a class designated to help people get connected 
to the ministries and the people of Naz. It is an opportunity 
for people to learn what it means to be a member of the Naz 
Family. In addition, we will explore what it means to be part 
of the Church (with a capital C), what it means to be       
Evangelical, what it means to be Lutheran. Our many       
ministries will be explained and opportunities for service will 
be presented. Optional tours of our facilities will also be    
available. We would love to have you join us and   become 

part of the Naz family!  



THE NAZ NEXT STEPS PATH: 

Jesus met people where they were and as they were. He invited his first followers (disciples) and has invited every subsequent disciple to 

ñCome and seeò (John 1:39-41) to ñFollow meò (Luke 5:1-11). Jesus invites us in the same way today.  

At Nazareth we are ñLiving together in Godôs amazing grace,ò and ñwe invite all people to know Christ, grow in Christ, and make Christ known.ò  

The Naz Next Steps Path intends to reach and engage people in an ever-deepening relationship with Jesus and incorporate them into the 

Body of Christ here at Nazareth. It will help you to:  

§ Come to know Christ and grow in Christ with your identity rooted in Him.  

§ Acquire the essential knowledge, skills and spiritual maturity to have a joyful and high-impact life, making Christ known to others in loving 

response to your own experience of Godôs grace.  

Your Journey...Each person is at a different place (or step) in his or her discipleship journey ï SEEKING, BELIEVING, FOLLOWING, or    

WITNESSING. You might even find yourself in more than one of these places at a time! At each of these steps there will be multiple           

opportunities in community with other Christians to enable you in a variety of ways to know Christ better, grow deeper in your relationship with 

Him, and to make Christ known through what you do and say.  Please use this as a helpful resource ï not as a step-by-step list of things you 

must do ï but as a guide for taking YOUR next step toward a more intimate relationship with Christ and his Church in response to the amazing 

love and grace of God you are already experiencing. Remember, everyoneôs Christian journey is unique and develops in its own way,      

Wherever you are in your journey, we would like to walk alongside you. 

SEEKING . . .  

The Holy Spirit works through the Word to move us to 

say ñyesò to Christ.  

 

ñBehold, I stand at the door and knock.  

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,  

I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.ò  

Revelation 3:20  

 

Opportunities  

Know  

§ Worship weekly.  

 

Grow  

§ Take the Alpha Course; join a weekly Bible Study 

group; begin a daily discipline of Bible reading, 

devotions and prayer (contact the church office or 

a staff member for suggestions).  

BELIEVING . . .  

The Holy Spirit works through the Word to reveal our true selves and 

calling.  

ñIf you confess with your mouth, óJesus is Lord,ô  

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,  

you will be saved..ò  

Romans 10:9  

Opportunities  

Know  

§ Start or continue daily Bible reading (using resources such as 

Bible In One Year BiOY - Alpha or The Bible Project), as well as 

devotions and prayer.  

§ Worship weekly.  

§ Join a small group (Fall, Lent, sermon based or other).  

 

Grow  

§ Take the Belong Class (New Member Orientation that includes a 

Strengthfinderôs assessment and spiritual gift inventory). 

§ Enroll in a Post-Alpha Class - The Good and Beautiful God, The 

Alpha Prayer Course, or any of our many Discipleship U classes.  

 

Make Known  

§ Share your newfound faith or renewed faith with a family      

member or friend.  

§ Let a Nazareth member or staff member know of your newfound 

or renewed faith in Jesus.  

§ Volunteer for one of many ministries at Nazareth or with one of 

our many mission partners or with a community service         

organization.  

§ Join the Nazareth Prayer Chain.  

 



THE NAZ NEXT STEPS PATH...continued... 

FOLLOWING . . .  

The Holy Spirit works through the Word to shape us into the    

image of Christ and help us live out our calling to make disciples.  

ñCome, follow me, and  

I will make you fishers of men.ò  

Matthew 4:19  

 

Opportunities  

Know  

§ Start or continue daily Bible reading (using resources such 

as Bible In One Year BiOY - Alpha or The Bible Project), as 

well as devotions and prayer. 

§ Worship weekly.  

§ Get involved in one of the various ministry teams or in the 

community ï Love INC, House of Hope, Salvation Army, 

Alternatives, Habitat for Humanity, House of Hope, Job 

Foundation, Northeast Iowa Food Bank, etc.)  

 

Grow  

§ Take a Discipleship U class.  

§ Participate in Bible Study Fellowship, Perspectives, the    

annual Global Leadership Summit and various retreats.  

§ Participate in a discipleship emphasis small group.  

§ Discover emotionally healthy spirituality through an          

enneagram assessment and spiritual mentoring.  

 

Make Known  

§ Help lead an Alpha group (table host) or share in teaching a 

Bible class.  

§ Volunteer on a Nazareth ministry team or with one of our 

local or global mission partners.  

§ Consider personal missionary support through prayer, per-

sonal encouragement and financial support.  

WITNESSING . . .  

The Holy Spirit works through the Word to empower us to share 

Jesusô story through what we do and say as disciples who make 

disciples.  

ñWe have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:  

prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering;  

the teacher, in teaching, the exhorter, in exhortation;  

the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence;  

the compassionate, in cheerfulness.ò  

Romans 12:6-8  

 

Opportunities  

Know  

§ Start or continue daily Bible reading using resources such as 

Bible In One Year (BiOY) - Alpha or The Bible Project, as 

well as devotions and prayer.  

§ Worship weekly.  

§ Help others grow and develop while serving as a leader, 

coach, or teacher through Nazareth.  

 

Grow  

§ Impact those around you as a fully committed follower of 

Jesus tithing your time, talents, and treasures to grow the 

Kingdom of God and get involved in a place where you can 

passionately share the love of Christ with others in your 

neighborhood, in the church, and in the larger world.  

 

Make Known 

§ Utilize your passion for Christ and his Church by serving in 

advanced leadership opportunities at Nazareth and in the 

larger Church.  

§ Teach a Bible Class or lead a small group.  

§ Lead a Real-Life Discipleship Class.  

§ Lead a ministry at Nazareth or in the community.  

To learn more about The Naz Next Steps Pathé 

Contact Pastor Bob Ericson, Director of Discipleship and Small Groups  

319-266-7589 or bob.ericson@naz.org  



GET TO KNOW THE NAZ STAFF:  

AN INTERVIEW WITH KRISTIN SAUERBREI, JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY DIRECTOR 
 

How did God bring you to the Nazareth team?  I attended my freshman year of college at Bethel University in St. Paul, Minne-

sota. That summer I felt God nudging me to move to Cedar Falls, attend UNI, and major in Social Work. After I transferred, I had 

the opportunity to attend BASIC as well be a life group leader and write a Gospel Mime. As I was nearing graduation in December 

2017, I had no idea what my next steps were. God then opened the door to work at Naz in Children's Ministry -- and I officially 

started the day after I graduated! I was then hired full time for Junior High Ministry June 2018. God works in incredible and intricate 

ways! 

 

You seem to have a huge heart for Riverside Bible Camp and for summer Bible camp experiences in general.  How did 

God give you such a passion for this?  Riverside has always been so special to me! I was a camper from 6th - 12th grade and 

then I worked four summers as a junior counselor, senior counselor, and ministry assistant. Riverside (and other Bible camps) cre-

ates a unique space for the Holy Spirit to show up in powerful ways through nature, intentional relationships, daily rhythms, tons of 

fun, and lots of prayer. My first week as a camper was the first time that I had been prayed for individually and where I met one of 

my closest friends who later became my college roommate! I'm so incredibly blessed that my job continues to allow me to support 

the mission of Riverside and to bring new campers to experience God's intentional love in that set-apart-place. God even took my 

relationship with the ministry of Riverside to the next step when I became a Board Member in February 2020. God does more than 

we can ever ask or imagine! 

 

Your role as Junior High Ministry Director has you doing some pretty wacky things from time to time.  What were you like 

as a junior high student, and what is it about the junior high age that you love?  How have you seen God working in the 

wackiness?  Oh man, junior high students are the best! When I was in 8th grade, I remember walking into science class and think-

ing "Someday, I will be working with kids that are just like me." And, BOOM -- here we are! I was definitely the junior high student 

who "floated" among many different friend groups and gave my 110% on "Crazy Day" at school (dryer vent elephant trunk includ-

ed). Because I was a quirky junior higher myself, I love to see how God is already revealing His gifts in and through His Children -- 

whether that be playing bass guitar on stage, making me laugh SO hard, starting their own Bible study, teaching us the newest 

TikTok dances, or even making a new friend during an intense game of dodgeball. I admire this generation (Gen Z) and the ways 

they are passionate about people and deeply want to know the Truth. We always say that Junior High students are constantly ask-

ing the question "Do you like me?" -- so we get the incredible job of meeting students right where they are at and sharing God's 

love with them -- whether that be via video games, indoor snowball fights, ice cream dates, or skiing at Afton. Don't underestimate 

a junior higher -- we need them to remind us of God's creativity & passion! 

Kristin (second from the left) with junior high students Kristin as a junior high student 
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NAZARETH STAFF UPDATE 

After serving for five years as Nazarethôs Director of Communications, Laura Sohl-Cryer submitted her letter of resignation in June 

and concluded her time on the Nazareth staff team on July 17.  Laura sharesé ñI thank God for all of the ways He  continues to 

work in and through the people of Nazareth, and I am grateful to have been called to do His Good Work here during this season of 

my life.  In particular, my heart wells up with gratitude to have been a part of the Nazareth Teaching Team and to have had the joy 

of doing the Childrenôs Sermons during our season of worshiping from home.  With all of my heart, I want to give a special word 

of thanks to Pastor Brian, Pastor Bob, Pastor Denny, Lori Fegley, Nathaniel Parrish, Andy Walser, Steven Heerts and the        

Nazareth Church Council for their support, encouragement and partnership during my time on this staff team.  I am also            

especially thankful for all of the wonderful folks in the Nazareth congregation!  It has been a blessing to get to know each of you, 

and I pray that God's hand may guide you all as you continue to - living together in God's amazing grace - invite all people to know 

Christ, grow in Christ and make Christ known.ò   All communication-related needs (website updates, social media posts, print and 

electronic publications, Naz News, online forms, etc.) should now be directed to info@naz.org. 



WORSHIP 

§ This Weekôs Sermon:  God-Induced Hope  

§ This Weekôs Texts: Romans 8:12-25  & Matthew 13:24-30;36-43  
 

FLOWERS 

§ The flowers at the altar are given with thankfulness to God for 

guiding, protecting and equipping us to serve Him. 

§ The flowers at the pulpit are in memory of Donôs birth date from 

Marilyn Hasbrouck. 
 

GO BEYONDé 

Use the ñRead Itò, ñWatch Itò and ñLive Itò recommendations to apply 
this Sundayôs sermon to your everyday happenings. And/or, gather 
with a small group to discuss the sermon and do life together!  Not 
connected with a Naz small group yet?  Email Pastor Bob Ericson at 

bob.ericson@naz.org to learn more or join a group. 
 

DIGEST THE WORD... 

Read the scripture passages from the weekôs Sundayôs Worship Ser-
vice and reflect on the sermon and on these questions to help 
you live out Godôs Word in your everyday life.  Or, use these ques-
tions in your Naz Small Group to discuss and apply each weekôs 

scripture and sermon! 

Ý What does this passage teach you about who God is? 

Ý What are the personal implications (for you)? 

Ý What does this mean for the Church as a whole? 

Ý How did this passage and sermon challenge or encourage you? 

Ý What questions do you have about this topic?  
 

PRAYER AT THE CROSSROADS 

Please join Pastor Brian King and others every Monday at 12:00 
noon this summer for ñPrayer at the CROSSroadsò  - 10-15 minutes 
focused on sharing Godôs Word and praying for the healing, strength, 
and peace of our community, nation, and world. Pastor Brian will 
meet you outside Door #1 at the Prayer Circle.  This is a great      
opportunity to begin your week with prayer, and anyone is welcome 
to join us!  ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to 

God.ò  (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

 

 

READ IT! 

§ Locate a copy of Luther's Small Catechism in your 
home or secure a copy through a Google search; and 
use it for your weekly devotions and reflection 
time.    In this    catechism, Martin Luther provides the 
reader with a diagnosis, prescription and a way to fill 

the  prescription. 

§ Diagnosis: (10 Commandments:   reminder 
we are all sinners in need of God's direction 

and a Redeemer). 

§ Prescription: (Apostle's Creed:   pointing us to 
the redeeming work of Jesus, as well as to 
the relationship between the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. 

§ Filling the Prescription  (Lord's Prayer: where 
we are encouraged to daily go to our Father 
God with our prayers, asking him to fill us 

with the power of his Holy Spirit. 

 
WATCH IT! 

§ Watch the Bible study video series ñUnshakable 
Hopeò by Max Lucado. This 12-session video Bible 
study will help you stand on the definitive declarations 
of our mighty and loving God who governs the world 

according to his great and precious promises. 

 
LIVE IT! 

§ As 'little Christs', filled to overflowing with grace 
through a living relationship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit 
empowers us to be ambassadors of hope.  Be an  
ambassador of hope this next week by writing a   

hope-filled note to: 

§ a family member (grandparent, uncle/aunt,  

sibling, grandchild, etc) 

§ an acquaintance that has been on the front 
line of keeping us safe in the midst of the 

pandemic 

§ someone you know who is going through a 

rough time in their lives 

 


